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oy

ity of these f

tors to the longevi

absoluta nec

to hear mor
taking in the field of

industry. We caught up with Mich:
momentous strides SILENT-YACHTS
sustainable yachting.

Q. How did SILENT-YACHTS begin and what is its philosophy?

A, Even though | am a lawyer oy profession. | am 2 sailor at heart
My wife Heike and mysell bave travelled the oeeans fo
years on conventionally powered sailboats and motorboats. We
spent over 5000 days on board of our own vachts and saled aver
75000 NM around the world, The experience we gathered for aver
2 decades on the open sea led s to the conclusion that there had
0 be 3 better and more efficient way 1o SUpply YAChts with energy
Therefore we finalized the development of our first protatype, the
SOLARWAVE 46, I 2009, It was the fitst scean-going yacht which
exclusively used solar eneray nat only for actual propulsion, but
alsoto provide energy (o all househeld apaliances on board
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The philosophy behind SILENT-YACHTS s very simple and
expressed clearly within our mission statement. We
an independent and environmentally friendly yachting experience
which combires the silent cruising of a ssiling boat with the lxuny
af a motor yacht. Hereoy, we seek to establish a new era of
sustainable yachting oy creating the most innovative and seit-
sufficent yachts,

rive to create

Q How do you assure long range reliability with your
catamarans? What would you say te those who argue that solar
power is too unreliable a fuel source?

A During the many years we spent on oard sailing across the
ooeans, we eame o the cenclsion thal in regular holiday
destinations where peaple spend their vacations mest of the time,
the sun is far more reliadle than the wind, The simple reason is that
people gensrally seek out sunnier destinations for yachl charters
and eruises. They laok for calm and protected bays - not for windy
anes. Furthermore, enee there is no wind, which nappens quite
often, sailors are forced 1o make Lsa of thar diasel engines - which
an average fs about 50% of the time when enuising. In com parisan,
ance thers is N0 sUn, we siMply Make use of the solar eneray
stered in the balteries and can continue for several hours
depending on the energy reserves stored in the batteries.

Qur Silent &4, the first production catamaran that crossed the
Atlantic Ocean on solar energy, has enly 160 engine hours (based
on a 150 kW generator) in four years of extensive cruising with
«charter guests in the Caribbean and the ed. This is only 40 hours
per year! Aind we additionally offer 2n optianal kite-sail for evs
Silent mode - so we can use the wind as well for propulsion

Q. How does SILENT-YACHTS guarantee the luxurious feel of the
yachting experience in the more relaxed layout of a catamaran?

A We are sble to equip the boat with all materials our customers.
Larmaran offers an

wish to have and also think that the layout of a ¢
aven mare luxurious feeling because of the avaiiable space and s
stability in the water. Next 1o this, we offer the absence of noise,
furnes srel wibratiens combined with independence, whish s 2
luxury that ne ather yacht can offer.

Q. Why should poople ehoose a SILENT-YACHTS solar-powered
catamaran over other fossil fuel alternatives?

A There are three reasans why you should choose a Silent Yacht

First one s independance and sustainability As sailors we love the
acean It is where we belang 1o be and whera we spand some of
aur greatest moments. However, wnat we 3lso love is clean ecean
e andd

water
respect. Nene of Us would enjoy salling in pollutes waters.
Therefore we need ta make use of sustainable technologies whish
enable us to continue saling in harmany with nature without
sacrificing any luxurious and comfortable amenities we all like to
have on board. Next to this, the SILENT system offers complete
independence and unlimited mange

When you love samething, you nesd Lo treat it with

This leads me 1o the second reason, which is comfort. Wi called
aurselves SILENT-YACHTS for a reasan. It is 2 Uniqua experience to
enjoy all the luxurious amenities on board our yachts, without the
noiss, vibrations and small of 8 runming gererator This is 3 grest
exarmsle of sustainable technelegies actually enhancing the levels
of comfort on board instead of compromising them in any way
Making use of the AC, kitchen and any other household appliance
while anchoring in a bay, complete slence is something you will
never want to miss 2gain ance you experience it for the first time.
Not to mantion the stress of constantly refusiing al crowdad gas
stations.

The third and final reason s cost. Nat having to regularly refual the
yacht & semething your wallet will definitely thank you for. In
rmbiration with very lite 1o ne maintenance, e ruaning coss
of our solar powered yaghts are much lawer than on convertional
yachts Ancther important aspect herehy is modularity. Grice there
are new technolagies avallable on the market such as improved
sclar ganels, you do nor hawe to buy 3 new yacht. You can simply.
replace the exsting solar panels or batteries and therefore actually
improve your yacht in accordarnce with the latest technologies
avallable




