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SILENT-YACHTS 60
According to Silent-Yachts, 17 orders have been placed for the Silent 60. Nine hulls are under construction, with the first of those—and its kite wing—
scheduled to debut at the Cannes Yachting Festival in France. The kite wing and its components, including winches, are stowed in abox at the
yacht’s bow. The kite wing deploys to nearly 400 feet above the boat and, according to the builder, adds as much as 5 knots of cruising speed to the standard
6- to 8-knot ride while reducing consumption with e-motors, extending the vessel’s overall range. Silent-Yachts also says this new build adds
more-powerful solar panels, with the Silent 60’s 42 pieces generating 17 kWp. That’s compared to the Silent 55’s 30 panels, which generate 10.8 kWp
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At the Cannes Yachting Festival this month in France, look for the first Stlent-Yachts 60 with a kite wing to debut.
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WITH TRAVEL STARTING TO RESUME WORLDWIDE, THESE ECO-CONSCIOUS CHARTER YACHTS AWAIT.
BY KIM KAVIN

66 YACHTING SEPTEMBER 2021 The Silent 55 is available for charter in Europe, giving guests a chance to experience solar-powered cruising



FRANZ BOSE
SAYS THE
REACTION OF
GUESTS
IS ALWAYS
THE SAME,
EVERY
SINGLE TIME.

They start theircharteraboard theSilent
55 near Palma de Mallorca, in Spain’s
Balearic Islands, and feel the same way
theyfelt the firsttime they experienced
the emission-freerideof an electric car. ¢
“They can’tbelieve howquiet it was,” says
Bose,who is the chiefmarketing officer of
Silent-Yachts. “They couldn’tbelieve how
muchyouare abletodowiththe
boat without turningonthegen-
erator. Withour yachts, youhave
abackup generator, but youonly
need it onvery rare occasions:
when you want tocruise longer
distances or go faster than the
regularcruisingspeed. People
are amazed at how little during a charter
week you have to turn on the generator.”
€ The Silent 55 is one of numerous yachts
now available foreco-conscious charter
inthe Mediterranean, withbookings ex-
pected to continuewell intoOctober this
year, asthe world resumes more normal

travelamid COVID-19 restrictionseasing
up. Some charter yachts, including the
Silent 55, are being marketed in terms
of their construction attributes, while
others have owners working on things
such as adding electric water toys to
existing charter programs. Numerous
companies, including Y.CO and Fraser,
are offering clients the option topurchase
carbon-offset credits forbookingsand,in
some cases, are giving guestshotel-style
onboard options of only changing state-
room sheets every few days to save on
power. € “Some clients are very, veryhap-
py to do this,” says Quentin Bourgeois,
a charter manager with Fraser. “They
know it’s not good for the Earth.” ¢ One
of the yachts Bourgeois markets in the
Fraser charter fleet is Haze, an Extra86
with solar panels that minimize genera-
tor use by providing the power for things
such as small appliances. This
means thatclients whoare eager
tolimittheirecological impact
cancruiseinaway thatrequires
lessgeneratoruseoverall. § “As
aguest, it depends on whatyou
wanttodo,” hesays. “If youneed
alot of electricity, yes, you will
need the generator. Butifyou are on the
aft deck enjoying life, you don’t need
the generator.” ¢ Inside, he says, the solar
panels add even more natural lightin a
way that clients with more modern tastes
find pleasing. 4 “It’salot of windows, and
the solar panels are quite small,” he says.
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d. Ahydraulic swim platform is

with sun pads and alfresco dining
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EXTRAYACHTS

186, one of six models in the 76- to 130-foot line from Extra Yachts, which is part of the Palumbo Group in Italy. Extra
s are built to have big volume, extensive customization, and range that provides an explorer-style experience.
The Extra 86 reportedly has arange of 1,100 nautical miles at 12 knots, with a top speed of 31 knots and a cruise speed of 15 to 18 knots

Inside the 86-foot Haze, built by Extra Yachts, natural light enters overhead between the square solar panels.



The Silent 60 is expected to be available for charters this fall in Spain’s Balearic Islands.

“NEXT YEARAND TWO YEARS FROM NOW, THERE
WILL DEFINITELY BE MORE SILENT
YACHTS AVAILABLE FOR CHARTER.” —FRANZ BOSE
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THE OWNER OF ROBBIE BOBBY 1S ADDI

REUSABLE WATER BOTTLES AND E]
WATERTOYS TO THE CHARTER PR
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“Thelightcomes inbetweenall

the squares. It’squite cool. You
areprotected from the sun, but

youstill catchthe sunand have

all the natural light.” ¢ Yachts

in the Fraser fleet without so-

lar construction, such as the
109-foot Lynx Robbie Bobby,

have owners working in other

ways tomake charter programs
moreeco-conscious. That yachtisalready
better on fuel than many traditionally
powered yachts its size—burningabout
38gallons perhour,accordingtocharter
manager Alexia Eude—and the owneris
addingel suchasS'wellr bl
waterbottles and electric-powered water
toys tothe program. § “That boat used to
use plastic bottles and have them every-
where for guests, and now youwon’tfind
asingleone on board,” she says. “They did
thisalloflast summer, and everyone found
itvery practical. And they’re super-happy
to have anice souvenir.” § More
eco-friendly charter yachts are

twoyears from now, there will
definitelybe more Silent yachts
available for charter in the
Mediterraneanand alsointhe
Caribbean,” hesays. “The selec-
tion will grow for people who
wouldlike atraditional charter
on a Silent yacht. Some of our
customerswanttoget theirboat
intocharter.” § Thatincreasein
inventoryisimportant,he says, because
right now, more people want to experience
solar-powered cruising than the company
has boats available. €4 “People who are
usedtocharteringcatamarans, they have
tried motor catamarans and sailing cat-
amarans. This is common,” he says. “But
thesolar-electric cat: i
new. People are interested. They would
like to try it out. For now, there are not
that many to charter.” 9 Bourgeois says
more of his clients too are asking about
a yacht’s eco-friendly characteristics
before booking. They like the
fact that Hazeburns 42 gallons

ran hing

expected to hit the market in et of fuel per hour while cruising.
comingyears, as more owners OVERALL 9 “Compared to most other

receive delivery of them from
shipyards. Bosesays that while
Silent-Yachts currently offers
its charters to potential buyers
of itsboats, that’s goingtochangein the
next year or two. Nearly 20 of the Silent
60s have been sold, and 10 are under con-
struction. Five of the builder’s Silent 80s
are also being built. € “Next year and

yachts, you will burn less fuel.
That means less carbon emis-
sions, which is great for health
and the sea, and you will have
less hours on the generator because you
willbe able touse the solar panels,”he says.
“For young, dynamic families that don’t
need the huge yachts, this is something
that’s eco-friendly and comfortable.” v»

NO PLASTIC WATER BOTTLES

More and more charter yachts are offering charter guests the type of stylish, reusable

water bottles seen above. Robbie Bobby has

stock of S'well bottles on board

Guests receive theirs upon arrival and get to keep it after the charteras asouvenir.

Robbie Bobby used to be known on the charter market as Heliad II. The owner is making the charter program eco-friendly.



